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nearest neighbour lived six miles away. The child had not

been in contact with any other child for months, and yet
developed a diphtheria which nearly proved fatal, was fol-
lowed by paralysis six weeks after recovery, and gave the
disease to the other members of the family. The child

lived at an elevation of 2000 feet above the sea, in a dry
atmosphere, and far from any source of contagion. The

medical practitioner was at a loss at first to explain the
origin of the poison, till the father of the child men tioned that
two kittens had died from some disease which he believed
to be similar. The child had nursed them constantly and
had been seen to kiss them. Dr. Coleman felt confident
that this was the source of the disease in the child.

THE PROBLEM OF SCARLET FEVER AND THE
NOTIFICATION ACT.

THE North British Daily ]J[ailof Oct. 28th contains a
report by Dr. Allen of the extreme pressure put on the
authorities in Glasgow Fever Hospital by the number of
cases of scarlet fever in the hospital. The number has been

higher than has ever occurred before in the history of the
City of Glasgow Fever Hospital. On Saturday, Oct. 18th,
before the dismissal of the cured cases, there were 600 cases
in Beltidere, of which 586 were scarlet fever cases. The

difficulty to provide wards is not so great as that of pro-
viding nurses. The task of the matron is an exceedingly
difficult one. Nurses, and even probationers, are not easily
obtained ; some after engagement withdraw, and others
fall ill with the fever. Additional accommodation at Bel-
videre has been provided by sending cases of measles and
whooping-cough to the Parliamentary-road Hospital. In

moving the adoption of the report by the Council, Mr.
Thomson said the increase of scarlet fever cases was wholly
occasioned by the coming into force of the Compulsory Notifi-
cation Act. He said there had only been one death during
the last week. The large proportion of recoveries and the
removal of the cases from the city he thought a great
advantage. We can easily imagine this to be so; but the
Notification Act would be more triumphantly vindicated if
it could be shown to keep the number of cases down to more
modest proportions. We are only beginning to realise what
it means for the State or for municipal bodies to undertake
the care and custody or infectious cases on a large scale,
and without much respect to the social circumstances of the
people. Similar difficulbies are being experienced in Bir-
mingham. --

THE IMMEDIATE AND SUBSEQUENT SURGICAL
TREATMENT OF OPERATIONS.

ME. J. FARRANT FRY recently read a paper on this subject
before the South Wales and Monmouthshire Branch of
the British Medical Association, the information in which
was obtained from the practice of fifty-nine surgeons,
and, as regards the surgical treatment of an ordinary
amputation of a limb or of a breast, draws the follow-
ing conclusions from the replies to questions which he
received. Aseptic surgery is the surgery of the present day
for modern wound treatment, and is based on the principle of
the preservation of organic substances by sterilisation with
germicides. The employment of carbolic spray is not a

necessary part of aseptic surgery. The part to be operated
on, the hands of the operator, and the sponges (or, better
still, their substitutes) mast be thoroughly cleansed and
the wound sterilised by the use of some aseptic, of

which, perhaps, perchloiide of mercury, 1-1000 to 1-5000,
is most satisfactory, whilst the instruments, after thorough
cleansing, should be placed in carbolic lotion, 1-20 ; catgut
is immeasurably superior to every other form of ligature.
The kind of suture used is not important, but catgut
absorbs too quickly for wounds where any strain exists;

probably silk or silkworm gut are the best materials.

Dry or moist aseptic dressings may be used, but opinion is
in favour of keeping the wound dry. The wound should
not be dressed for at least a week, unless necessitated by
local conditions or constitutional disturbance. Theoretically
speaking, a perfectly aseptic wound does not require any
drainage ; but if any is used, the tube should be removed on
the second or third day; and in cases where primary union
cannot reasonably be expected, some form of drainage may be
advisable. At subsequent dressings the wound should be
disturbed as little as possible, and lotions only used when
there is an offensive discharge, and then aseptics must be
replaced by antiseptics. "All good surgery is antiseptic,
but all antiseptic surgery is not good." Perfect results can

only be obtained by the strictest attention to minute
details in the preparation for, the performance of, and the
treatment subsequent to, the operation.

THE HOUSING OF THE PEOPLE IN SALFORD.

l A VERY important step has been taken by the Uorpora-
tion of Salford in the direction of improving the homes of
, 

the lower classes in the borough. Mr. Charles Paget, the
medical officer of health, has made a representation under
i the Housing of the Working Classes Act of last session,
. and after lengthened and deliberate consultation the Cor-
. poration have decided on the demolition of certain blocks
. containing 375 houses, which by reason of their being in a
i condition rendering improvement out of the question must

be got rid of altogether. Some are mere hovels, some are
built back to back, nearly all are deprived of sufficient light
and ventilation, and they are as a whole reported to be
" dangerous and injurious to the health of the inhabitants."
The value of the property to be pulled down is esti-
mated at 50,000, but it is intimated that this is only
the beginning of a work involving about 400,000.
Alderman Dickins, who has justly acquired a reputation
for his efforts to improve the sanitary state of Salford,
urged that the saving of human life which would result
from the work now to be commenced would alone be worth
the expenditure. Very commonly such expenditure becomes
in the end directly profitable to Corporations, but even if
this should not be the case, improvements such as these
work an immense amount of good indirectly; and it is
almost all of a sort which conduces to the well-being and
prosperity of the community concerned. We congratulate
Mr. Paget and the Salford Corporation on this early action
taken under a statute which has only this year become law,
but which we hope will be utilised to deal with many densely
crowded and unhealthy areas before any long period shall
have elapsed. 
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ALBUMINURIA IN CHILDREN.

DR. SEYOURNET in the Union ll2dicale du Nord-Est
describes a form of albuminuria which, he considers, is more
frequent than is generally supposed among children. It
differs from the scarlatinal type usually observed. He
studied the former type amongst children of the age of from
eleven to sixteen months. A great many of the patients
had been brought up on the bottle, having been fed on un-
suitable food, causing distension of the abdomen or stomach,
or occasionally enlargement of the liver or intestinal dis-
orders, accompanied by vomiting or diarrhoea. He believes
this special form of albuminuria to be of an infectious

character, and traces it back pathogenetically to certain
toxic substances which are generated by abnormal fermen-
tation in the bowels. These substances are absorbed by the
bowels and pass to some extent into the kidneys. They
produce congestion in the renal tissue, which may lead
to inflammation of the kidneys. One of Dr. Seyournet’s
little patients had scarlet fever twenty-two days after con.


